Too Many Deaths

Women in Canada: A Gender-based Statistical Report (89-503-X): Women and
the Criminal Justice System

Rates of intimate partner homicides, by sex victim, population aged 15 and over,
Canada, 1994 to 2015
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YEAR Rate per 100,000 population
Male Victims Female Victims TOTAL

1994 .24 .68 47
1995 .29 71 .51
1996 .28 .69 .49
1997 .18 .66 .40
1998 12 .54 .32
1999 12 .62 .38
2000 17 .60 .38
2001 .19 .65 42
2002 .18 .64 41
2003 12 .57 .37
2004 .18 .59 .38
2005 A1 .59 .37
2006 .20 .50 .36
2007 .18 44 .34
2008 19. 42 .32
2009 17 .49 .33
2010 .10 .54 .31
2011 .09 .32 .52
2012 .10 .50 .30
2013 .09 .39 .25
2014 .10 .45 .29
2015 .09 .32 .28




Rates of female homicide, by Aboriginal identity, provinces and territories, 2001 to 2015
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Province / Territory Rate per 100,000 population
Non-Aboriginal Female Aboriginal Female Homicides
Homicides

Nuvanut 0 12
Northwest Territories 1 8
Yukon 1 7
British Columbia 1 5
Alberta 1 7
Saskatchewan 1 6
Manitoba 1 7
Ontario 1 2
Quebec 1 3
New Brunswick 1 1
Nova Scotia 1 3
Prince Edward Island 1 0
Newfound and Labrador 1 3
Canada 1 5




Number of female homicides, by Aboriginal identity, Canada, 1980 to 2015
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Year Number of Female Homicides
Non-Aboriginal Female Aboriginal Female Homicides
Homicides

1980 190 20
1981 210 40
1982 195 30
1983 200 40
1984 210 20
1985 240 30
1986 180 40
1987 200 40
1988 180 45
1989 230 40
1990 220 35
1991 240 50
1992 190 43
1993 180 30
1994 160 40
1995 170 30
1996 165 40
1997 175 40
1998 150 30
1999 155 20
2000 120 30
2001 140 20
2002 180 50




2003 140 40
2004 160 50
2005 140 40
2006 130 40
2007 120 50
2008 130 30
2009 140 40
2010 130 40
2011 160 45
2012 130 50
2013 110 45
2014 130 40
2015 140 50

e In the 14-year period from 2001 to 2015, the homicide rate for Aboriginal females
was nearly six times higher than that for non-Aboriginal females 4.82 per 100,000
population versus 0.82 per 100,000 population.

e 62% of Aboriginal females were killed by a current or former spouse or common-
law partner or by another family member.

e 10% of Indigenous women and 3% of non-Indigenous women said they had
experienced unhealthy conflict, abuse or violence committed by a spouse or
common-law partner in the previous five years.

Stats Canada, Homicide in Canada 2013:

For both victims and accused persons, alcohol was the most common substance. About
one-third of victims (32%) and four in ten accused persons (41%) were under the
influence of alcohol at the time of the homicide.

Stop the violence now. Break the cycle.
Alcohol-fueled Domestic Violence can lead to Domestic Homicide, by accident, or by

intent.

This One Is About Domestic Violence, Lisa L’Heureux

...how | escaped




When | was twenty-ish | was beaten after a party at my house. It was in the early
morning hours when the party was over and almost everyone was gone. | had only met
my attacker briefly as three of us were standing outside my back door talking.

As | was laying in the hospital thinking that day, | could not recall anything directly
leading up to the assault. How | came to be in the hospital was fuzzy and it was not
because of the drinks | had had earlier during the party. | likely sustained a brain injury.
As the years go by | remember my attacker and realize that he had beaten me because
he does that. He was not nice. Time has paid a visit to this old attacker and it has not
been kind.

My Mum, the woman who adopted and raised me, came to see me in the hospital and
as | saw the shock and grief in her eyes | was ashamed. | had the blackest, most
swollen eyes with red blood pooled in their beer-bottle-brown depths | have ever seen to
date. | hadn’t seen how | looked because | had been laying in the hospital bed since the
last | could remember. | didn’t realize how bad it looked. This was the first and last time
she would ever see me like this.

Not so long ago, not so very far away, a young Indigenous woman has been stomped to
death. For some reason, | cannot get her tragic killing out of my head. Maybe it is that
her Dad found her and he did not even know at once it was his daughter, for she had
been unrecognizable in death.

My attacker got away with what he had done to me. | had never named him. Over the
years, | have gotten to know him quite well, as many of my acquaintances have been
friends with him. We have been at the edges of each other’s circles. | have never seen
or spoken to him again face-to-face and for this | am glad. Different times we were at
the bar at the same time, he never came close, and stayed at his own table on the other
side. Does he know? Does he remember?

That was a random assault, | thought; the only time | was ever beaten by a strange
man.

When | began to write out notes for this book and get serious about writing it, | realized
there were a few other times | was assaulted by strangers. Mean, hateful and scary
people are out there. What about when they are in the house every day? What about
when they are eating at the dinner table? This is the norm for many.

What | did was tell some of my own story about two men who said they loved me. This
is more of my story. It has affected who | am and what | am about today.
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